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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 , 5, 6, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable 
over Wilson (2001/0020198) in view of Kazumi (JP 10-324398). 

Re Claim 1 : Wilson discloses a display associated with said POS terminal 
wherein said display presenting a plurality of fixed amount selections for fuel by the 
customer (See Abstract and [0003, 0010, 0074, 0121, 0192]). Wilson discloses 
selecting, with the POS terminal, a fixed amount for items and option items to be 
purchased, each option item being associated with an option item amount (see [0003, 
0053-0057, 0192], Figure 1, Figure 5). Wilson discloses a display associated with said 
POS terminal said display presenting one or more option items which can be bought 
(See [0003, 0053-0057, 0086, 0192]). Wilson discloses wherein said display only 
displays said option items which can be bought for less than said fixed amount (See 
[0003, 0053-0057, 0086, 0121, 0192]). Finally, Wilson also discloses said POS terminal 
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permitting fueling at said gasoline stand in an amount equal to said balance amount 
(See [0085]). 

However, Wilson fails to disclose a difference. Kazumi discloses a difference 
between said one fixed amount selection and any option item amounts for option items 
to be purchased (See Abstract). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to modify Wilson's invention with Kazumi's disclosure 
of deducting from a fixed amount in order to "deal efficiently without degrading customer 
service when a purchasing amount of liquid to be sold at a predetermined quantity unit 
is specified in an amount of money (See Abstract)." 

Re Claims 5 and 9: Wilson discloses wherein the POS terminal issues an option 
item ticket for said option items purchased and a sales receipt (See [0066]). 

Re Claim 6: Wilson discloses wherein said option item ticket includes a bar code 
(See [0067, 0094]). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 6/5/2008 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The applicant argues that neither Wilson nor Kazumi disclose a difference 
between said one fixed amount selection and any option item amounts for option items 
to be purchased. Kazumi discloses that "the saved amount of money of this customer is 
updated to be the difference between the sold amount of money for gasoline actually 
refueled and the total of the saved amount of money of this customer and the amount of 
money specified by this customer (see Abstract)." Then in [0053], Wilson discloses "the 
fueling and retail environment provides customers the opportunity to purchase fuel for 
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their vehicles as well as other goods and services, such as fast food and car washes." 
In [01210, Wilson discloses that "the control system may monitor the transponder value 
to determine whether that value is less than or equal to a predefined value," where the 
predefined value is interchangeable with a fixed amount. 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fawaad Haider whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7178. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor Ryan Zeender can be reached on 571-272-6790. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Art Unit 3627 

FIH 



IF. Ryan Zeender/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3627 



